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one. Lee is making a National Film
Board documentary on the community
and the project that will eventually be
own on television.
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Above: Self Determination

Left: The children who
inspired Abraham’s work
Self Determinatio
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Lisa Burke was one of the artists who
worked on the project. She produced:
an ol painting on canvas called Shape

Shifter that depicts a boy standing with
arms crossed in front of a background
of ravens and more traditional-looking
characters. Watchful and cheeky at the
game time, he s a hp-hop look to

e black and whie images andthe
ravens represent the traditional past
while the central figure represents the
modern and the far reach of influences
like the Internet. “It's as though he has
a splt personaity fn a way. Burke

ing inspiration s an st from
the chideen afas-

be used to setupan il pro-
s i the school
the project not only for what
it gave the kids but for what it gave the
artists as well. It took them outside of
their normal purviews and stretched
theiralents e ving them an oppor-
tunity to do some good. It wasa true col-
Ehonoa b
Reece, who came to Vancouver for the
exhibition opening, said the project was
exciting for the community. It comes at
umeuhgnnlsonlhetuspofchznge
been wracked
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inan inter-
view of the community’s progress in

terms of paving its streets and side-
walks, its forestry industry and

Clnating exercise, ‘I 8 :malmg lww
‘much of their spirit shines thr

S Scrualty got to meet the Kids
when they came to her studio for an
axt workshop as paxt of their Vancou-

" She Jound that in  Iot of ways, they
are like any school kids who A
plugged into the [aferet and ove (0

£0 shopping. But “they are also very

B anerred o each oiher. They are

more of s family with each o -
“The challenge of working g such 2

pro]!cl. said Burke, was K of
ropriating aonsimagery

Beg art work, She worried Dot

infringing on their

“The question was how mu:
take and_how do I put it through @Y




